SAMUEL BUTTS CHAPTER HISTORY

The love of the Jackson, Georgia community pushed a son of the community and a veteran Sons of the American Revolution member and Son of the First Families of Georgia into his final organizational drive forming a chapter in the Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution in the community of Jackson which became the nucleus organization for the larger multi-county community.  Dr. James Edwards was his name, a former president of many historical and genealogical societies.

Dr. Edwards counted among his friends a number of SAR members who were willing to transfer their membership to a new Jackson SAR chapter, and more to his liking was a number of local families who had come early to this frontier region from Virginia, North and South Carolina, and the region backing up to the west banks of the Savannah River.

As the early SAR members were enrolled, they were assigned to the George Walton Chapter, GASSAR and recognized as such at the first meeting of the Chapter at the Mason Jar Restaurant in Jackson where Robert Leland Murrah presided with Thomas E. Kirby assisting as Vice-President. This meeting took place at noon on August 24, 1991.

President Murrah introduced the visiting GASSAR officers including Former President General, James R. Westlake.  Subsequently, Vice President Kirby introduced new members and their wives and other guest, including Mrs. Kathleen Pinckney, Past Regent of the William McIntosh Chapter, DAR.  Recognized during the meeting for securing new members in the community were Miss Lois McMichael who received the SAR Medal of Appreciation with Certificate and Thomas Kirby who was presented the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal with Certificate.

In attendance were:  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Leland Murrah, Sr., President; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Kirby, Vice President; Dr. James M. Edwards, Secretary; Hardwick S. Johnson, Vice President; Mrs. Kathleen Pinckney, Past Regent William McIntosh Chapter, DAR; Dr. Robert H. Pinckney; Edward Pinckney; Mrs. Louise J. Johnson; Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Pence, Cleveland, TN; Franklin O’Kelley; Mr. & Mrs. Horace E. Shelton, Jr.; Mr. & Mrs. William M. Morris, Peachtree City, GA; Joe M. Morris; Russell Westlake and James R. Westlake, FPG.

The Samuel Butts Chapter organizational meeting took place at the Mason Jar Restaurant at noon on April 25, 1992.  Those in attendance were:  





Thomas E. Kirby, President 





David L Burford, Vice President 





Dr. James F. O’Kelley, Treasurer 






Joseph M. Morris, Historian






William M. Morris, Registrar

Samuel Butts Chapter History (cont.)





The Jackson Chapter SAR was named for Samuel Butts, born in Southhampton County, Virginia on 24 November 1777.  His paternal grandfather was Captain James Butts who served under Light Horse Harry Lee along the Continental Line.  His maternal grandfather Spratling Simmons who fought in such decisive battles as Guildford Court House, Brandywine and Cowpens.  Samuel’s father served as a captain in the Georgia Militia prior to the War of 1812.

After Samuel’s father arrived in Sparta, GA., Samuel moved on to Monticello, GA and became a mercantile businessman on the Court House Square.  It was during this time the British agents were encouraging the Indians to attack the frontier families.  Samuel was appointed a captain and was involved in punitive raids against the Indians.  It was during one of those raids that Captain Butts took a shot in the lower abdomen and died shortly thereafter.  It was for those  heroic efforts of Captain Butts that the Chapter was named.

The chapter was begun with fifteen (15) members.  The chapter membership dropped a bit due to the annual membership renewal problem, but has recovered and now has a membership of twenty-one (21).  The Samuel Butts Chapter has been very successful in signing up CAR members of age, primarily because they were the grandsons of SAR members.   The Chapter was recognized during the NSSAR 1995 Congress for having achieved their membership goal for the year.  There were only three such GASSAR chapters so recognized.

One of the chapters charter members and a man most responsible for the chapter formation, Dr. James M. Edwards of Conyers passed away in December 1992.  The other Compatriot who departed the brotherhood was Gilbert L. Pence of Cleveland, TN.  Compatriot Pence passed away in August  1995.  Becoming a member of the Sons of the American Revolution was one of the highlights of his life.

Another GASSAR notable who is a member of the Samuel Butts Chapter is Compatriot Benjamin F. Miller.  Ben was the 1995-96 State Color Guard Chairman and handles the Eagle Scout Program for the Flint River Scout Council Area.  In 1993 Ben decided to invest in a Color Guard uniform and has since added a Brown Bess rifle.  Ben travels the state of Georgia in uniform on behalf of the GASSAR.  His uniform has been responsible for attracting new members to our Society. The members of the Samuel Butts Chapter are proud to have him as a brother.

At a special called meeting the members voted to become inactive, and this was approved by the Board of Managers April 4, 2009.
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