COWETA FALLS CHAPTER HISTORY

The Coweta Falls Chapter of the Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution was chartered on the 23rd day of October 1976.  The Chapter was organized and begun in Columbus, Georgia.

The chapter gets its name from both the geographic region and ancient inhabitants.  “Creek” is the English translation of the Indian word Coweta.  The Creek Indian Nation had a very large population in this area, an area called Coweta Falls.  This was as far north that one could navigate up the Chattahoochee River by boat because of the falls.  The Creek Indians had a village near the stone falls on the Chattahoochee, called Coweta.

The Charter authorizing formation of the Chapter was issued by the Georgia Society by resolution passed on the date shown above.  The Charter was signed by Compatriot Robert L. Newby, President and Compatriot James E. Warren, Jr. Secretary of the Georgia Society.

Organization and planning meetings prior to obtaining the official charter were held in the Bradley Memorial Library in Columbus.  After obtaining the charter and permission for the formation of the chapter, the inaugural meeting was also held at the Bradley Memorial Library.

The first president of the chapter was Lt. Col. Samuel Henry Adams.  The following listed compatriots were the charter members:

Samuel Henry Adams

William Henry Askew, IV

Lamar Griggs Baker

Francis Walbridge Bonner

Joseph Henry Brown

Louis Pierce Dowdell

Edwin Jessop Grimes

Herschel Cosby Harden, Jr.

Warren Lamar Harrell

Edson Besson Harrington

Michael Raymond Kennedy

Robert Edwin Lamb

Robert Edwin Lamb, Jr.

Robert Lawrence Loflin

Robert Dearing Long

Robert Emmett O’Neal

William Harvey Preston

Edge Robeson Reid

Thomas Bouldin Smothers

Wade Hopkins Stokes, Jr.

Alexander Dyer Williams

Homer Edwin Wright
William Mizell Alexander

Eben Leland Averett

James Dixon Belk

Leon Pierce Belk

Leslie Marvin Buckner

Charles William Burgin

Joseph Edgar Chapman

Alexander Harris Collier

Gabriel Cummings

Thomas Bussey Cunningham

William White Curl

Cecil Henry Curtis

Virgil Cecil Curtis

Charles Sibley Daley

Walter Marshal Dawkins

Sanders Lee Dix

Walter Schley Eason

John Bicknell Godwin

Arthur Perry Gordy

Charles Eason Hall

James Livingston Ham

Herschell Cosby Harden, III
Winfred Roy Horne

Harry Cook Jackson

Thomas Knox Kendrick, Jr.

James Williams Key

Frank Mims Littleton

Charles Albert Maupin

William Love Moore

Edward Warner Neal

John Edgar Page

Harvey Norwood Pearce

James Willard Register

John Franklin Rushin, Jr.

Preston Wade Stokes

Sherwood Whitney Thomas

Francis Pitts Warr

Charles Cody White

Norman Cook Wilson

Richard Homer Wright
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COWETA FALLS CHAPTER HISTORY (Continued)

Organized on 19 January 1976 and Chartered on 23 October 1976

Coweta Falls on the Chattahoochee River marks an historic era for both Muscogee County, Georgia and Russell County, Alabama. Here, Indian trails to the west crossed the Creek Country. The Falls both joined and separated the towns of Coweta on the West and Kasihia on the East, towns of war and peace. A common meeting place for the French, Colonists, and Indians.

No record is found that Coweta Falls sent fighters to the Revolutionary War; but veterans of the war migrated to the area and settled here. Oglethorpe and LaFayette crossed the Chattahoochee to visit the Settlers and the Indians.  “Coweta Falls” offered a fitting name for a Chapter of the Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution.

The Coweta Falls Chapter, chartered 23 October 1976, became the newest Chapter in the Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution. Its origin dates from 19 January 1976, when a group of men gathered at the Columbus Bradley Memorial Library to consider suggestions from a smaller group that had met at Fort Benning in December. These men made the decision to apply for individual memberships in the National Organization and to work toward the founding a local Chapter in Columbus. They pledged their “sacred honor” and to share their “fortunes” in this effort. For the next ten months their “lives” were spent in recruiting prospective members and completing applications for membership necessary to charter a Chapter. All of the hard work and effort paid off.

In January 1976, temporary officers were named top serve until a Chapter Charter could be attained: Wade Stokes, Harold Coulter, and Robert O’Neal. Committees and leaders were added; Genealogy, Sam Adams and Homer Wright: Membership, Thomas Smothers and Robert Loflin: Chapter name, Edge Reid. Benjamin Holland of the Georgia Society visited in February and provided assistance with informational materials and advice on procedures. A luncheon in March brought Ryall Morgan from Birmingham, Ben Holland from Atlanta, and Gerald Fling from Savannah, to conduct a workshop on organizational matters and preparation of applications. In April representatives of the proposed Chapter attended the South Atlantic District Conference where Harold Coulter made a short talk on the sacrifices of the “The Signers of the Declaration of Independence.” In May, at the annual meeting of the Georgia Society, a “Letter of Intent” to form a Chapter was presented to the BOM signed by Alex Williams, Homer Wright, Edge Reid, Thomas Smothers, and the Officers: Stokes, Coulter, and O’Neal. All of these gentlemen eventually became Charter Members. 

The Coweta Falls Chapter, Georgia Society, Sons of the American Revolution was chartered 23 October 1976. The Charter was presented and signed by President Robert L. Newby, and Secretary James E. Warren, Jr., of the Georgia Society, SAR. Compatriot Samuel Henry Adams was the first President of the Coweta Falls Chapter. The Charter members numbered 62. The 25th Anniversary of the Chapter was celebrated in October 2001 with a gala Black Tie Dinner with about 175 guests including 12 of the original Charter Members.

