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ROME CHAPTER HISTORY

A pre-organizational meeting was held in January 1958.  GA Society State President P. C. King of Dawson, GA presided.  Dr. Ernest L Wright was elected as the Organizing President and Gordon Lee Sullivan was elected as the Organizing Secretary.

The Xavier Chapter of the DAR, under the leadership of Regent Lenora Gordon, guided the Rome Chapter through the formative stage.  Mrs. Gordon and Dr. Wright were especially effective in the recruitment of members. 

The Rome Chapter presented its first certificates of membership on 18 November 1958.  State President Dudley Fort made the presentation.  Judge James D. Maddox was elected the President and James P. Jones was elected Secretary.

Charter Members, in order of their admission, were:

J. Basley Gordon

Ellis Fleming Hale

James P. Jones

Dr. Ernest L. Wright


William Hugh Austin, Jr.

Francis D. Hand, Jr.

David D. Harvey, Jr.

Fred W. Snell, Jr.

Mark A. Cooper, IV

Judge James D. Maddox

Gordon L. Sullivan

Col. Francis C. Jennings

Julian M. Montgomery

Jennings B. Gordon, Jr. 

Georgia State Officers from the Rome Chapter have been:


Judge James D. Maddox, GA State President – 1962

Judge Gary Hamilton, GA State Vice-President – 1968

James E. Clark, GA State President – 1997

Presidents of the Rome Chapter:

1959, 1960

Judge James D. Maddox

1961


James P. Jones

1962, 1963

A. W. Ledbetter, Jr. 

1964, 1965

Dr. Van Ingram

1966


Dr. Ernest L. Wright

1967, 1968, 1969
Judge Gary Hamilton

1970, 1971, 1972
John R. Cunningham, Jr.

1973


Judge John Frazier, Jr.

1974


Ellis F. Hale

1975, 1976

Clark Fincher

1977


Jackson B. Harris

1978


William M. Towers

1979, 1980

Robert E. Hardin

1981, 1982

Dr. John D. Tate

1983


Charles C. Parker

1984, 1985

Fleming C. Conyers

1986, 1987

Robert S. Ogletree

1988, 1989

John E. Hagewood

1990


R. Scott Davis

1991, 1992

Dr. Russell Andrews

1993


James Hamm

1994


Fred Crouch

1995


James E. Clark

1996, 1997

Judge Gary Hamilton

1998, 1999

DeForest Hamilton

2000, 2001

James E. Clark (Acting President)

2002, 2003, 2004
DeForest Hamilton

2005


Mark C. Anthony

2006, 2007

Richard L. Richter

The Rome Chapter became dormant in 2000 due to a lack of interest in the membership.  Under the leadership of both James Clark and DeForest Hamilton, the chapter became active again in 2002.  Since that time, the Rome Chapter has become very active in the community. Highlights include the following:

· Sponsorship of the Rome Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day Parades and activities

· Discovery of and marking of the John Funderburk Grave on May 24, 2004.  Patriot Funderburk is the only Patriot buried in Floyd County.

· Active participation in many of the SAR activities and programs. 

The Rome Chapter current meets bi-monthly (January, March, May, September, & November).  There is not a formal meeting in July.  

Compiled by James E. Clark 

