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Captain John Collins Chapter History

The Captain John Collins Chapter was chartered at the Fall 2000 Board of Managers Meeting, October 14, 2000. As of  June 2001, there were 53 Charter members with three application pending, and twelve applications in progress. Three charter members passed away. We had the opportunity to celebrate our Charter banquet November 10th. On the 28th of November, Charter member Leon Martin passed. Leon was in attendance at the banquet, and his photo was taken. On December 28th, Charter member Robert O. Claunch passed. We had obtained Bob’s photo in June. On April, Bert James passed. Their photos were delivered to the families in memory of their brief leadership in establishing the chapter.

Although there are still 50 Charter members, we are holding Charter status open until 14 October 2001 since there are at least twenty men who are actively working to fully document their ancestry, or complete their transfer. By October 14, 2001, we expect to have 70 Charter members. The challenge currently is to involve everyone some way in the chapter activities. 

The chapter has adopted a cemetery in Cobb County, sponsored three JROTC programs in Paulding County, is actively seeking businesses and individuals who properly display the American Flag, and has formed committees to support several more State programs. We have held monthly meetings since March 23, 2000, our first gathering to explore formation. We gather at 6:30pm on the third Tuesday of each month at the main library in Marietta for fellowship, and speaker presentation. We have participated as a chapter in four grave dedications and four National Historic Battle Site Celebrations. We are planning one “Saturday Field Trip” each month to allow those who are unable to make the Tuesday evening meetings an opportunity for involvement. Needless to say, the Captain John Collins Chapter is excited to be here and anxious to be involved.  

The current Chapter officers are:
President
Larry T. Guzy


Vice President
James Flanagin



Secretary
David Martin



Treasurer
Andrew Drook




Registrar
Charles Smith



Sgt-at-Arms
Douglas Frey



Chaplain
Douglas Stansberry

Our officers will serve through the calendar year, December 31, and new officers elected in December will be installed in January in order to coincide with the State and National year.

Since the chapter was named for a Patriot who is buried in Cobb County, and we are named to honor him, we wish to relate the reason why we chose Captain John Collins for our Name.

John Collins was born on 9 Dec. 1760 in Frederick County, Maryland. He Served in the South Carolina Militia from 10 May 1776 to 26 Oct. 1776 under Captain Robert McAfee and Colonel Neal. He was in a skirmish with the Indians on the Seneca River. He re-enlisted for a second tour under the same officers. In his third tour, Patriot Collins served as a private in the Camden District as a substitute in Captain Thomas Barron’s Company, commanded by Major Francis Ross where he was in the Battle of Briar Creek. 

Next. He enlisted in Captain Benjamin Hardin’s Company of the North Carolina Militia commanded by Colonel Charles McDowell. He served from September 1779 as Orderly Sergeant under Captain John G. Lowman and Colonel Hampton. Immediately afterwards, he was a Private, Sergeant, and Sergeant-Major under Captain John G. Lowman and Colonel Archibald Lyle. 

He was taken prisoner at the fall of Charleston, but later paroled. He went to Lincoln County, NC where he was again captured by the Tories and again sentenced to hang. He escaped and again joined the Militia. He participated in the Battles of  King’s Mountain, Cowpens, Guilford Courthouse and Jamestown. He also served as Adjutant Lieutenant in the Virginia Troops and as a Captain in the South Carolina Militia and participated in the Battles of Orangeburg, Four Holes Bridge, and Bacon’s Bridge. He received a pension for his service.

Patriot John Collins married Phoebe Sailors on 30 November 1786 and died on 8 March 1852. He is buried in Mars Hill Cemetery in Acworth, GA. Daniel Collins, also buried at Mars Hill, is mentioned in the pension application.

Our Charter members to date are:

Boyd Austin, Jr.
Jack Bledsoe



John Boyle
George Canup
Howard Canup



Scott Canup
Todd Canup
Bert Christy



Robert O. Claunch(d) Robert O.Claunch, Jr
Tom Cloys



Thomas W. Cloys
Joe Cornish
Andrew Drook



William Dysart
Michael Fletcher
Douglas Frey




John Gibson
David Gregory
Larry Gregory



Paul Grigg
Larry Guzy
Richard Guzy




Robert Guzy
Ryan Guzy
Matthew Hale



Allen Henson
Jimmy Holmes
Jim Holmes




Bert James(dec)
Gilbert James
Brad Jones



David A. Martin
Robert A. Martin
Phillip H. Martin

Leon Martin (dec)
Arch McCleskey
Walter McCleskey

Howard Morrow
Daryl Motes
Jim Parks




Everett Porter, Jr
Judson Roberts
Charles Smith



Dewey Smith
Douglas Stansberry
Robert Stubbs, II


Respectfully Submitted,
Charles Switzer
William Teasley
Joe Vancura


George Woelper II
George Woelper III
Jared Woelper

Larry T. Guzy

Organizing President
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