
BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS CHAPTER HISTORY

The Blue Ridge Mountains Chapter of the Georgia Society had its first organizational meeting in July of 1999.  The organizer of the chapter was Bill Fredrickson, a member of the Lyman Hall Chapter of Gainesville. Advertisement for the first meeting was published in the newspapers of three mountain counties. Forty-four people were in attendance.  Compatriot David Hoss, Sr., of the Lyman Hall Chapter, and Perry Hendrix, NE Region VP, were in attendance to support Bill and help organize the chapter. 

Meetings were held every six weeks, with work sessions as needed, to help prospects work on their applications.  The Old Unicoi Chapter of the DAR was very helpful in supplying prospects and with genealogy.  Six past members of the SAR were found to be living in the area, and were contacted.  All of these men transferred their membership to the newly forming chapter.  Mr. Herbert  "Kit" Braselton, Past President of the Georgia Society, was very supportive of the prospective chapter with his presence at meetings, and by supplying the names of interested men in our area.

We finally had enough men who submitted their applications to apply for a charter. At the Board of Manager’s meeting on April 1, 2000, a petition was approved to charter the chapter.  Compatriot David Hoss, Sr., had attended every meeting but one, and had given much support to this new chapter. In January 2000 we started meeting bi-monthly at a restaurant in Blairsville on the first Tuesday.  These meetings have been very well attended.  

We are growing slowly, but we are growing! Our charter banquet was held on May 2, 2000, at the First Methodist Church in Blairsville.  The banquet was a community event with the local Boy Scout Troop 101 acting as both Color Guard and food servers. Many members of the DAR were present to lend their support. The local newspaper was represented, and a follow up article appeared in the paper to relate the events to the public.  "Kit" Braselton was the featured speaker. 

Those attending from the GASSAR were:    



Larry Guzy, President, Georgia Society  


David Hoss. Sr., N.E. Region VP     


Kline Pugh, Secretary 


Herbert "Kit" Braselton, National Trustee   


Robert F. Galer, Executive Committee NSSAR. 

The officers of the chapter for 2005 to 2006 are:


Harry S. Strickland, President

V.P. and Secretary, Dr. Robert Wolfersteig

Malcolm Dillard, Treasurer


