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JOSEPH HABERSHAM CHAPTER

HISTORY

The Joseph Habersham Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, was chartered November 21, 1996, during the administration of GASSAR President, Dr. T. Fisher Craft. Former National Society President General Col. Robert B. Vance, Sr., and DAR members, Marilyn Vance and Rebecca Perry, were instrumental in organizational efforts.

Charter members were Ronald Marshall Ayers, Thomas Glavan Brown, Billy Ernest Craven, Jr., Matthew Vance Frady, Dr. Robert Lee Frady, John Perry Hendrix, Sr., John Perry Hendrix, Jr., John Edward Howard, Holton Smith King, Charles Dickinson Martin, Julian Isaac Newton, Jr., James Cofield Newton, George Thomas Perry, Kline Osborn Pugh, Victor Lewis Raimey, William Hughes Raper, Allan Creel Torgesen, Rev. Melville Blaine Walker, Robert Jack Watkins, John Larry Whitfield, and John Wilson Whitfield.

Charter officers were President, John Perry Hendrix, Sr.; Vice President, John Larry Whitfield; Secretary-Treasurer, Charles Dickinson Martin; and Registrar, Ronald Marshall Ayers.

The Chapter was chartered in Habersham County, named after Col. Joseph Habersham. Col. Habersham was a Revolutionary War hero, Georgia Patriot, and political leader. He was a member of the Continental Congress and a Colonel in the Continental Army. After attending Princeton he returned to Georgia to help organize the “Liberty Boys” as the Revolution approached. With other Patriots he organized the Council of Safety at Tondee’s Tavern in Savannah June 22, 1775. He was speaker of the Georgia Assembly twice, signed the first charter granted to a state university in Georgia (the University of Georgia), was Postmaster General under President Washington, and for 13 years was president of the Georgia branch of the Bank of the United States.

Serving as Chapter Presidents have been Perry Hendrix, Larry Whitfield, Kline Pugh, Tom Brown, Bobby York, Richard Ramsaur, Ted Smith, David Burton, and Bill Raper. Six Chapter members serve in the Georgia Society Color Guard: Lynn Cash, David Burton, Perry Hendrix, Sr., Jim Patton, Bill Raper, and Larry Whitfield.
The Joseph Habersham Chapter represents Habersham and several surrounding counties in Northeast Georgia.
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