15.6.0 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT,  FIRE SAFETY, EMERGENCY MEDICAL          SERVICE  AND  HEROISM  COMMENDATION  PROGRAM

The Law Enforcement, Fire Safety, Emergency Medical Service, and Heroism Commendation medals explained in Sections 16.6 and 16.7 of this manual are nationally sponsored programs.  The procedure for the execution of these programs is simple.

1.
Determine the number of medals you wish to present.  Most chapters will present one of each of the first three categories during the calendar year.  The heroism medal is presented as the occasion arises.

2.
Contact the Law Enforcement Agency, Fire Department, and EMS in your community and describe the program to the senior officer or official in charge.  A sample letter may be found in Section 15.6.1 of this document.

3.
Be sure to outline what the National SAR requirements are for the presentation of this medal, in your letter. The national requirements are detailed in Sections 15.6.2 (Law Enforcement), 15.6.3 (Fire Safety), 15.6.4 (Emergency Medical Services), and 15.6.5 (Heroism).
4.
Follow-up your letter in a few days to see if they have received it and to answer any questions they may have.  It may be necessary to provide the agency with your time-frame for the presentation.

5.
Schedule the presentation of the medal(s) and be sure to invite the commanding officer and the recipient’s family.  The presentations can be held at a chapter meeting, police or fire station, city hall, or other convenient location.
6.
Coordinate the presentation with the chapter publicity committee in an attempt to get a community newspaper to cover the presentation.  Always think PUBLICITY.  See Sections 24.09 and 24.16 for sample letters.
7.
A short written description of the background and accomplishments of the recipients, together with dates, places, and names should be requested from the agency.

The chapter chairman should report the Medal presentation to National using     the “webform” report format found at http://www.sar.org/NSSAR-Forms/Webform/Public_Service_Heroism_Report.  Fill in and click SUBMIT.  Also, report your submissions to Compatriot Prescott at prescotp@bellsouth.net .
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