23.02                                          IRS  TAX   I. D.  NUMBER  &  FILING  FORM  990
Under Internal Revenue Service Regulations every State Society and every Chapter in the non-profit Sons of the American Revolution is required to have its own Tax Identification Number (sometimes referred to as Employer I.D. Number). 

Banks usually require this number when opening an account for a Chapter. A number can be obtained by filing IRS Form SS-4 with the Regional IRS Service Center. An easy way to obtain a number is to call IRS at 800-829-1040, or in the Atlanta area at 404-522-0050. The 9-digit number will be assigned by phone and you will be sent the SS-4 form to complete.  It is essential that the Group Exemption Number for the SAR be inserted in question 9a on the SS-4.  This number is “0690.”  Without this number, the chapter is not linked to the National Society and does not have the automatic federal income tax exemption afforded to the National Society and its subordinates.
There’s essentially no adverse impact in obtaining a number. However, all chapters are required to annually file some version of IRS form 990, “Return of Organization Exemption from Income Tax.”  For chapters with less than $50,000 in gross receipts, the chapter can simply file form 990-N online, called an e-postcard.  Instructions for filing the 990-N can be found in the SAR Handbook Vol. II, page 44.  The handbook is available online at www.sar.org.
If your Chapter annual gross income is more than $50,000 you must file IRS form 990 or 990-EZ.
The Georgia Secretary should be notified of the Chapter’s number so that National may be advised. 

Revised 6 Sep 2013
Sent: Wed, January 23, 2013 11:18:39 AM
Subject: 990-N notice
From: Craig Johnson, Director of Finance, National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

Gentlemen,

Most of the SAR's state societies and chapters have fiscal years that ended 12/31/12.  If that is the case, it is imperative that each file their respective 990 report with the IRS.  Most state societies and chapters are eligible to file the e-postcard, the 990-N, especially if their annual gross receipts are less than $50,000.  Please remember the following when filing the 990-N:

*  File the report using the tax ID of the state society or the chapter, not the National Society
*  The mailing address should be a local address, not the address of the National Society in Louisville
*  If the chapter has ceased to exist during the calendar year, indicate "yes" for "Organization has terminated."  
*  If the chapter continues to operate and you indicate "yes" for "Organization has terminated" the chapter will lose its federal tax exemption.
*  A state society or chapter that fails to file the 990 for 3 years in a row is automatically deleted from the NSSAR's list of subordinates and loses its federal tax exemption.  Regaining the tax exemption is an expensive and time-consuming process.

It is recommended that a state officer be held responsible for ascertaining that all chapters in his state are current in filing their 990s.  The IRS web site can be consulted to determine if a chapter is current in filing the 990.

Detailed information can be found in volume II of the SAR Handbook in the section entitled "Internal Revenue Service Requirements", found on the web at www.sar.org <http://www.sar.org/> .  


