Piedmont Chapter

Georgia Society 

Sons of the American Revolution

George Thurmond

Media Contact


[image: image1.png]


Example 15 Knight Essay

For Immediate Release

Wheeler High School Student Receives Award

Wheeler High School Senior Erin Kane was recently presented with a $100 cash award as the winner of the Knight Essay contest sponsored by the Piedmont Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution.  Ms Kane was presented with the award in her classroom by Piedmont President George Thurmond, dressed in his Revolutionary War soldiers uniform, and Committee Chairman Bob Buck.  Participating in the presentation was Joseph B. Boland, Principal, Gordon O’Neal, Cobb County School Board member and Larry Maurer, Committee member.  The Sandy Springs Community Bank donated the cash award.

The essay topic was the United States Constitution – does it stand the test of time?
Erin, a Senior, is co-editor of the school newspaper, The Catalyst.  She has received recognition for her journalistic work including The New York Times / Straight Scoop Excellence in Journalism Award and has been published in the Atlanta Journal/Constitution.  During her high school journalism career, Erin was named Most Valuable Sophomore and Most Valuable Junior.  She also serves as an officer in the Student Leadership Club and participates in Junior Civitans, math team and Model United Nations.  She is Vice President of the Science Honor Society, French Honor Society, and National Honor Society.  She belongs to the Future Business Leaders of America and French Club.  She also volunteers at Scottish Rite Hospital and participates in the Life Teen Youth Group at her church.

Erin received the Honors Algebra 11 Student of the Year Award her sophomore year, and she was the recipient of the AP Biology Student of the Year Award her junior year.  Also that year, she was named American Studies Student of the Year.  Erin belongs to the Math Honor Society and the Beta Club, and she qualified as a national Merit Semifinalist.  She attended the Georgia Governor’s Honors Program the summer aster her sophomore year as a math major.  This year her peers voted her the 2000 Football Homecoming Queen.  This fall, Erin hopes to attend Harvard University.

This award, established in 1988, was named in honor of Sons of the American Revolution Compatriot Calvin Coolidge who won an SAR essay contest while a student at Amherst.  Its name was changed to the George S. and Stella Knight Essay Contest in 1995.  The award is to encourage patriotism in young people and to ascertain their ideas and ideals of the present.
The contest is open to all high school juniors and seniors.  The contest is ideal for students who do not feel comfortable giving an oration and are not enrolled in scouting but who can write what they feel is going to happen to this country and in the future.

The essay must be original and not more than 500 words.  Essay Committee of the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution designate topics each year.   Interested participants should contact Bob Buck at 770-973-5756

The Piedmont Chapter serves the communities of the northern suburbs of Atlanta, including Cobb, Forsyth, Cherokee and North Fulton Counties. Activities include a variety of programs to promote the patriotic, educational and historical interests resulting from the American Revolution. 

Prospective members are welcome at meetings held on the third Saturday of each month at the Alpharetta Marriott Courtyard.  Men and boys who are interested in documenting their relationship to their American Revolutionary ancestors and in joining an active group with similar interest, are encouraged to contact the Chapter Registrar, Bob Sapp at 770-971-0189.  
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