25.12 Fort Morris “Come and Take It” November 25, 1778
The importance of Sunbury to the colony of Georgia can be demonstrated by the order of the Continental Congress in 1776 to build a fort for its defense. It was to be made of earthworks and cannon to defend against a possible British naval attack. The fort at Sunbury on the Medway River served as a base for three American expeditions against the British in East Florida headquartered at St. Augustine between 1776 and 1778. The objective of the operations was the destruction of a base for British attack in East Florida, but all three attempts by the Americans failed. 

In the fall of 1778, the British launched an attack to retake their Georgia colony from the rebel forces from Florida. Lt. Col. Mark Prevost led an army from the Altamaha River towards Midway Meeting House and the town of Sunbury. He was to rendezvous with Lt. Col. L.V. Fuser who sailed north along the inland waterway. 

American troops under the command of Colonel John White failed to stop Prevost's soldiers in a sharp fight at Midway. Col. White detached 127 troops under the command of Col. John McIntosh to Sunbury to reinforce the garrison of some 200 troops at the fort. Unfortunately for the British, bad weather delayed the arrival of the naval force under Fuser. Prevost, through clever deception by the Americans, feared his force was in danger of being cut off and defeated. Cautious, Prevost retreated after setting fire to Midway Meeting House, destroying a number of bridges and carrying off much property. 

When Fuser's naval flotilla arrived at Sunbury on November 25, 1778, thinking Prevost in command of the land around the fort, Lt. Col. Fuser demanded its surrender. Colonel McIntosh, in command of the fort, replied, "Come and take it." Fuser, learning of Prevost' retreat, decided to withdraw and returned with the flotilla to Florida. The fort, as yet unnamed, was from this time called Fort Morris in honor of the garrison's Commander of Artillery. 

In December of 1778, a three thousand man British army captured Savannah. On January 9, 1779, Fort Morris fell after a short but heavy bombardment. After the capture and occupation of Fort Morris, the British renamed the fort Ft. George in honor of George III, King of England. The town of Sunbury became a prisoner of war camp run by the British for captured American officers. Under the name of Fort Defiance, the fort was once again used against the British during the War of 1812.

On November 18, 2006, the Georgia Society SAR Historic Sites Committee, along with the Altamaha and Marshes of Glynn Chapters, sponsored a memorial Ceremony in connection with Fort Morris Historic Site’s “Come and Take It” Celebration.
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