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RUMBAUGH ORATION CONTEST BROCHURE

Joseph S. Rumbaugh

Oration Contest

Of

The National Society

of the

Sons of the American Revolution

To Be Published.

The _____________ Society

Sons of the American Revolution

National Winners
1949 - 1992

In 1993 the name of this oratorical event was changed.  For forty-four years it carried the name Douglass G. High and below are the National winners for that period.  The new name in perpetuity is: Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Orations Contest.  To date sixteen (16) state societies have won the National.  Virginia leads with seven (7); Ohio with six (6); Florida and Georgia each with five (5); Texas with four (4); Tennessee with three (3); Indiana, Kansas and North Carolina each with two (2).

YEAR

ORATOR



STATE

1949

Robert Wood



Ohio

1950

Ronald Hergen



New York

1951

Thomas Hamilton



Ohio

1952

( No Contest Held)

1953

James Mounrie



Virginia

1954

William P. Lynch



New Jersey

1955

John Haywood



Ohio

1956

John White



Virginia

1957

Thomas Ing



Washington

1958

Lief Lohrbauer



Florida

1959

Julien Calvin



Florida

1960

Herbert Schwartz



Illinois

1961

James Lutz



Ohio

1962

Ralph Milone



Florida

1963

David Turner



Tennessee

1964

Gary Lee Thorne



Virginia

1965

Robert P. Lacey



Virginia

1966

James A. Haverkamp


Indiana

1967

Walter Gordon



Georgia

1968

Timothy George



Tennessee

1969

Michael S. Rosenbaum


Virginia

1970

Georgia A. Ott III



Georgia

1971

John R. Davis



Texas

1972

Joseph W. McLean



Virginia

1973

Roy Headrick



Tennessee

1974

Jack O. Thomas



Ohio

1975

Mark A. McCord



Georgia

1976

Kelly P. Gallagher



Texas

1977

Tom Bishop



Georgia

1978

Greg Evans



Virginia

1979

David Drach



Indiana

1980

Brian K. Stolley



Florida


1981

David T. Johson



Texas

1982

De-Wayne Layfield



Texas

1983

Ruth L. Arnett



California

1984

David Whitaker



Kansas

1985

Herman Graham III



Ohio

1986

Brian Nicholson



North Carolina

1987

Valie Scott



Georgia

1988

Kena M. Tague



Kansas

1989

Martin Kelly



Maryland

1990

Johathan Chad Sauls


Florida

1991

Jody Cook



Kentucky

1992

John C. O'Quinn



North Carolina

Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest Begins

1993

Purpose of the

Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest

The student is given an opportunity to be creative in composing an oration, then presenting it from memory without the use of notes or props.  

The TITLE is determined by the author.  The contest shall deal with an event, a personality, or document pertaining to the Revolutionary War and showing a relationship to today's America.

The oration cannot be less than five (5) or more than six (6) minutes.  It shall show an intelligent relationship between the past and the present.  In so doing it shall demonstrate the freedom of opportunity as a basis of our national heritage.  Thereby placing a positive emphasis on the intent of our founding fathers.

This Informational Procedural Brochure should be carefully read by the Oration Chairman, the interested student, teacher and/or coach.  The Student Brochure also contains important information about the contest.  Form B is the contestant's entry form.  Within it the orator will find a statement pertaining to the basics of the contest.  The orator and his/her coach/teacher are expected to be aware of its content before preparing the oration and they are expected to affix their signatures to the form signifying the understand the conditions of the contest.  There should be no misunderstanding about the basic rules and guidelines established by the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (NSSAR).

Background of the

National Society Sons of the American Revolution (NSSAR)
Members of this Historical Patriotic Society are blood descendants of the 1776 - 17783 Revolutionary War soldiers, sailors and patriots, who established our United States of America.  In the Nation's Centennial of 1876, and the following decade, patriotic societies were formed.  the organizers being surviving "real sons", also a small surviving number of Revolutionary Veterans, along with their Grandsons and Great Grandsons.  By 1889 these patriotic societies merged into the present National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.  On June 9, 1906, the United States Congress granted the organization a charter, being signed into law by an SAR member, President Theodore Roosevelt.

Within the United States the NSSAR has fifty state societies.  It also has societies in several foreign countries.  To name two: France and the United Kingdom.  In the French units the majority of the members are descended from military ancestors who participated in our Revolution.  France was our ally.  Among the French members are blood descendants of two famous Frenchmen: LaFayette and Rochambeau.  Through intermarriage of English and Americans during the past two centuries a certain percentage of English citizens are eligible for membership because of blood-Churchill and the current British Government's Lord Chancellor, Lord Hailsham.  Both joined the NSSAR through their American mother's blood line.

Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest

State Society, Sons of the American Revolution

Competition Guidelines

Pre-Competition

1)
Contact the school administration and make an appointment with the individual responsible for this type of program.

2)
Present the Student Oration Brochure to the administrator (the primary recipient is the participating student).  This is the professionally generated brochure from National.

3)
Remind the administrator, if not known, that by yearly application of the NSSAR, the National Association of Secondary School Principals have placed this program on their Advisory List of Approved National Contest and Activities.

4)
Students in their Sophomore, Junior or Senior year can participate.

5)
Determine if the school would like to participate and if so, who the next contact should be.  If the administrator passes the ball to another individual, you might be prepared to repeat everything you told the administrator to the next contact.

6)
Be sure the students have the National brochure and understand the rules and guidelines for the competition.

7)
Each student must have the date, time and place of the chapter competition.

8)
Form B must be completed by each contestant and sent to the chapter chairman

Competition

1)
The students must understand that a manuscript of the oration subject must be submitted to the oration chairman prior to competition.

2)
The oration must not be less than five (5) and not more than six (6) minutes in duration.  It must be given by memory without the aid of notes or props.

3)
In private, prior to the competition, each applicant should draw a number to determine the speaking order.  They should be referred to by their drawn number when called to speak.

4)
Explain to each applicant that there will be a timer.  Be sure they know what sound to expect at both the five (5) and six (6) minute points.  They should know the location of the timer as well.

5)
Timing does not begin until after the orator announces a title, if any, and the oration is underway.

6)
The students should be kept in an anteroom until their turn to speak.

7)
In private conference, the chairman should explain to the judges, the rules, regulations, and judging sheet.

8)
Once the oration begins, the chairman or other representative holding the manuscript can and should prompt the participant if necessary.  The timer should so indicate on his record.

9)
When the last oration is complete and the judges retire for deliberations, the chairman will call each orator to the podium, either by their given name or assigned number,  and ask them to comment on their future activities and plans.

10)
The judges will return and announce the chapter winner.  An Olympic size medal for the winner is available for purchase from the NSSAR Merchandise Department for $35.00 # 0251.  The individual chapters pay for this medal.

Judging

1)
Once the orations are completed, the judges and timer go into private for deliberations.  If the chairman is the one that follows the manuscript, he will give to the timer any penalty points for any serious deviation from the 
prepared manuscript. Those penalty points along with any the timer submits because of speaking time penalties should be tallied.  Penalty Points will be determined on the subjectivity of the timer and the chairman.

2)
Each speaker is judged on the following:


Oration Composition - a total of 20 points can be given in this category


Oration Delivery - a total of 40 points can be given in this category 


Oration Logic - a total of 20 points can be given in this category


Oration Significance
- a total of 20 points can be given in this category


The total category points should be tallied


The total Penalty Points should be subtracted


The total speaker points (Category Points minus Penalty Points) can not be over 100.

3)
These totals should be entered on the Judging Sheet (Form C) and also on the Chief Judges Summary Sheet.

4)
The judges return and present the Judging Sheet to the chairman and the chairman announces the winners.

Post Chapter Competition
1)
The First Place winner will receive the Oration Medal and will advance to the state competition in March 1995 in Macon, Georgia.  The state will reimburse the Regional winners for hotel and meals and transportation either airline ticket or actual gas expense if the applicant comes by car.  No mileage allotment will be given and expenses for parents or coaches will not be reimbursed by the state society.

2)
The chapter must decide whether they will provide some award recognition for the Second and Third Place winners.  In addition it is the chapters option to reimburse any expenses incurred at the chapter an regional competition level. In the event that the First Place winner can not compete at the state level, the Second Place winner will be notified.

3)
The First Place winner will advance to the National competition which will 
be held on Sunday, June 9, 1996 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on the River Walk, San Antonio, TX.  The SAR will pay the expenses for hotel, meals and transportation for the state winners.

4)
All Chapters will complete Form A and forward to the State Chairman

AWARDS

NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:


First Place....................................................................$1,000.00


Second Place................................................................$   600.00


Third Place...................................................................$   400.00


** The above winners will also receive an Olympic-size medal


All other finalists..........................................................$   100.00

Chapter Entry Form

For

Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest

State Society, Sons of the American Revolution

The ___________________________________ Chapter held its Oration Contest

_________________________________ on  _____________



(Place)



   (Date)

The Chapter had ______________ contestants




(Number)


Contestants Who Placed Were:

First Place _________________________________________________________





(Name)



(Address)

___ Oration Enclosed
___ Biographical Enclosed
          ___ Picture Enclosed

___ From B Contestant Entry From Enclosed

SUBSTITUTION RULE:

In the event the winning contestant is unable to attend and compete in the State Oration Contest, then the State Chairman will be notified that the Second Place winner will be entered instead.  If this is the case then the Chapter Chairman should make every effort to furnish the State Chairman with the required materials prior to the day of the contest.  If it cannot be done before the contest day, then the State Chairman should set a time dead line prior to the contest hour.

On the National level required materials, listed in Rule 5 of the brochure, must be in the chairman's hands 14 days prior to the contest.  It is suggested that the State Chairman establish a similar regulation for chapter entries.

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that Rule 10 was adhered to.



______________________________________________




Signature of Chapter Chairman or President

The State Chairman request that the Chapter Chairman have their entry arrive at the Registration Desk not later than  ____________.






          (Time)

Contestant Entry Form

For

Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest

State Society, Sons of the American Revolution

The following requires the signatures of both the contestant and coach

Please Read Carefully:

In entering this contest we understand the oration must be an original composition, of not less than five (5) minutes, or more than six (6) minutes.  We are aware that this oration, in the chapter, state and national contest, must be given from memory and without the use of notes or any kin of props.   We further understand that in composing this oration the subject shall deal with an event, a personality, or a document, pertaining to the Revolutionary War, showing the relationship it bars to America today.  It is understood that we can create the title of the oration.

We agree the interpretation of rules and decisions of the NSSAR and its judges shall govern without reservation.

___________________



___________________________


(Date)






(Contestant's Signature)








___________________________








(Signature of Contestant's Coach)

THE STATE CHAIRMAN HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF HAVING THIS FORM PROPERLY EXECUTED AND FILED WITH OTHER DOCUMENTS FORWARDED TO THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN AS INSTRUCTED IN RULE 5 FOUND IN THE STUDENT BROCHURE.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Please complete the following biographical sketch.  If necessary you may attach an additional sheet for extended comments.  This biographical sketch and entry blank should be accompanied by a recent photo with your name on the back.  A copy of your oration shall be included with the other above named items.

Name_____________________________________________________________



(Last)



(First)



(Middle)

Your nickname or the name you go by___________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________



(Street)


(City)


(State)

(Zip)

Date of Birth_________________Social Security Number ___________________

Telephone Number _________________

Class  10  11  12



         (Area)



  (Circle Grade)

School Name ___________________________________

Father's Name _______________________________ Occupation_____________

Mother's Name ______________________________ Occupation_____________

Sibling's Names & Ages ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

School Activities____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Your Future Plans ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Your chapter Chairman will indicate to you the dates of the local and state Contests.

For your information the 1996 National Contest will be:  Sunday, June 9, 1996, Hyatt Regency Hotel on the River Walk in San Antonio, Texas.

FORM C (SCORING SHEET) IS A NATIONAL FORM WHICH NOT INCLUDED WITH THIS DOCUMENT/MATERIAL

