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SAR JROTC Enhanced Program (Outstanding Cadet) (National Competition Program)
Each JROTC Unit can nominate one Outstanding Cadet (OC) to the Chapter OC Competition. In addition to meeting the same criteria as the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal Program [* Cadet must be enrolled in JROTC Program; * 3rd year of a 4 year Program or 2nd year of a 3 year Program (cadet must be a junior); * Top 10% of JROTC Class; * Top 25% of his/her Class],  a Nomination Form must be completed, the cadet must write an original 500-700 word Essay, the SMI must write a recommendation, and the Principal must write a recommendation and verify the GPA and Class Standing of the cadet. A Nomination Form (PDF) for the JROTC Enhanced Program is provided with this MFR.  Information entered onto this form may be saved, modified, and transmitted by email. Drop down instructions are provided for each space (see directions at the top of Nomination Form). This form should be completed by the SMI (Senior Military Instructor) with input provided by the cadet being nominated.  A transcript may be provided; however, GPA and Class Standing of the cadet still require verification by the Principal in his/her recommendation. The Essay Subject as found on the Nomination Form is: 
“How JROTC has prepared me to be a better citizen of the United States of America.”
The Chapter selects one Outstanding Cadet to represent them in the Georgia Society Competition. There is a special Chapter OC Medal Package for the Chapter JROTC Enhanced Program Winner. This Medal Package consists of a bronze medallion on neck ribbon, ribbon with gold frame and a bronze star, and certificate. (See https://store.sar.org/ ) The chapter may provide a monetary award to their winner.  The GASSAR Winner receives a $550.00 cash award and a silver medallion on neck ribbon and the runner-up receiving a $400.00 cash award. The Chapter’s JROTC Nomination (Enhanced Program) OC Package should reach me NLT Friday 7 December 2018.  The Package must contain the completed Nomination Form, the Original Essay, the SMI’s Recommendation, the Principal’s Recommendation including verification of the cadet’s class standing and GPA. If a school does not release class standings for juniors, a statement to that affect needs to be included in the Principal’s Recommendation. I highly recommend that the chapter POC, send me your OC Nomination Package early by email so that if needed, corrections and/or adjustments can be made to the package before the deadline. Please email or mail to:
LCDR David G. Jessel USN Ret. 
10 College Street 
Newnan, GA 30263-2006 
ptljessel@charter.net 770-254-8579 cell 231-434-8195
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS: (For the SMI) (See Lessons Learned) 
* Essay should be doubled spaced (a line between each typed line) and the Cadet’s name, rank and Units name and school should be on the first page. The cadet’s name should appear on each page of the Essay. A word count should be displayed.
* Principal’s Recommendation listing Class Standing and GPA, should match the input on the Nomination Form. Please make this simple 25% calculation (example: 400 students x .25 = 100, i.e., cadet’s class standing must rank from 1 to 100 to be in top 25%).
*The Nominating Form clearly states that additional pages may be attached.
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*Lessons Learned:
· SMI should complete Nomination Form with input from cadet – list sponsor, chapter/state society (50% of the possible points come from Nomination Form comments – fill the blocks with comments and facts about how well the cadet performed – add pages with additional comments – clearly explain how great the cadet handles all tasks)

· All lines of Nomination Form should have an entry – sell cadet with details, fill the spaces - 
except for JROTC Leadership and Command Organizations Sections, space should be full of details, accomplishments and additional comments listed on attached continuation letter/form

· Be specific, list what the cadet has done (general comments do not assist the cadet) – explain benefits to the JROTC Program, the school, and/or the community

      -    List the facts and accomplishments instead of flowery adjectives – write as justification for a

           military medal, not the words on the citation

· List awards – example: Varsity Letter Football, All District Tennis, All State Chorus, VFW Medal – explain and amplify as to why this is a great accomplishment or achievement
· Ensure the cadet is not a Senior

· Ensure the cadet is in the 3rd year of 4 year program or 2nd year of 3 year program – for a four year program the cadet has been in JROTC in 9th grade, 10th grade and is now in 11 grade

· Ensure the cadet is in the Top 25% of his or her class (verified by Principal) (use formula)
· Strong Endorsements (Recommendations) by Principal and SMI are critical – a full page of comments by both SMI and Principal is highly recommended

     -    Essays are not proctored, closely check for spelling and grammar errors, maybe by a proof 

          reading from someone in the English Department

-   Judges can only evaluate what is written on the paper – promote the cadet with clear

     explanations – explain what the cadet did, how well it was done, what were the benefits

     -    If a cadet made up a year in block scheduling, SMI must note same in his/her recommendation

     -   The cadet that wins the JROTC Enhanced Program OC at the Chapter Level should never be
          awarded the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal
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