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APPENDIX F

                                    THE HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF

THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
The basic Tenets of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution are to perpetuate the people and events of the American Revolution, to maintain the institutions of American Freedom, and to promote fellowship among the descendants of Revolutionary War Patriots.

The growth of the SAR has been steady and for the past one hundred years the public spirited members have given generously of time, labor and means in promoting the objectives.  The SAR is a story of work.  One must be impressed by its splendid record of service.

The SAR is not only a genealogical institution but a Society of gentlemen who have dedicated their efforts to keep the standards of American Citizenship at a high level, to reinforce American Institutions, and to inculcate loyalty to American ideals.

The SAR membership rolls of the 149,000+ Compatriots echoes the names of fifteen Presidents of the United States; Giants in all fields of endeavor-government, military, finance, industry  commerce, education; prominent men and inconspicuous men; station in life is never a factor for membership.

The SAR is a Society thoroughly American, thoroughly demo​cratic, non-partisan, non-sectarian.  The membership qualifica​tions are good character and lineal descent from a Patriot of the American Revolution.

The SAR is justly proud of its achievements in the past 100 years. It has erected or promoted the erection of hundreds of monuments and tablets commemorating the people and events of the American Revolution.  It has marked the graves of thousands of those who fought for American Independence.  It has continually observed and conducted programs on the Patriotic Holidays: George Washington's Birthday, Patriot's Day, Flag Day, Fourth of July, Constitution Day, and the Surrender of Yorktown.

The National Society SAR was organized on April 30, 1889.  An initial action of the Connecticut Society in 1890 was to promote the National observance of "Flag Day." In the early years the Society promoted the daily display of "The Stars and Stripes" on all public buildings, in courtrooms, and at every post office in the country.  The SAR was a main force in securing the enactment of laws prohibiting the desecration of the American Flag in most states.

The SAR promoted legislation through the National Congress to secure appropriations for the beautiful John Paul Jones crypt at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis and the Thomas Jefferson Memorial at the Tidal Basin in the Nation's Capitol.

Millions of immigrants entered this country in the early years of this Twentieth Century.  The SAR assisted these aliens in preparing for American citizenship by writing a pamphlet on the United States and its institutions.  This pamphlet later was translated into fifteen languages and adopted by the United States Government.  Millions of copies were distributed to the new aliens.

Members of the Louisiana Society SAR searched and obtained the records of the Galvez Army from the Spanish Archives in Madrid.  This made it possible for descendants of the men of this Revolutionary force to become members of the SAR, DAR, and SR.

The Society takes pride in the ancestry of its members.  Of the 56 Signers of the Declaration of Independence, 44 are represented by descendants in the SAR.  The SAR rescued the graves of several Signers and marked them with appropriate memorials.

The SAR's interest in collecting and publishing records of the Revolutionary War began with the First SAR Congress in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1890.  A Resolution of this Congress asked for national legislation to have the records assembled, catalogued and made accessible to the public.  The lobbying efforts of the SAR are responsible for the building of the National Archives in Washington.  The SAR promoted Congressional action for the Pension Bureau to index the personnel records of the 62,000 Revolutionary War pensioners.

The SAR took the initiative for the publication of the 57,000 soldiers and sailors of France who participated in the American Revolution and compiled a listing of the 2,112 French compatriots who died fighting in the American Revolution.

An outstanding achievement of the SAR was the formal recognition of the Constitution Day and its observance throughout the country.

The SAR took the initiative to save the Saratoga Battlefield with the result that the Saratoga Battle Field Association was organized and the historical land was rescued from development.

French SAR members saw that throughout the entire German occupation of Paris in World War II, the American Flag flew continually over General Lafayette's grave.  The German Military Staff were aware of this but did not interfere because they did not wish to violate the sanctity of Picpus Cemetery and their value for military traditions.

Through the years the SAR has employed its medal program to recognize conspicuous public service, achievement in elementary and high schools, meritorious ROTC service.  The Oration Contest, the Eagle Scout Program and the Essay Contest have been features of the SAR in recent years.

Today there is little interest in the history of the American Revolution.  It should be remembered that the strength and power of this nation rests not so much in the material resources as in the spirit of the people.  It was this spirit that inspired the creation of our Great Nation by our patriotic ancestors.

The work of the Sons of the American Revolution and other patriotic societies and organizations becomes most important in this next Twenty-First Century for the benefit of America's future generations. 

PRESIDENTS GENERAL*
Three Honorary Presidents General have been named by the National Society. All of these distinguished compatriots are from the California Society.  Albert M. Winn served as the first President of The Sons of the Revolutionary Sires, 1876-1881.  Colonel Adolphus Hubbard served as President of this Society, 1886-1892, and participated in the joining of the California Society and the National Society SAR in its earliest days.  The third Honorary President General was Compatriot Harold L. Putnam so named in 1966 following 17 years of distinguished service as NSSAR Executive Secretary.

1889-1890 
Lucius P. Deming
Connecticut

1890-1892 
Dr. William S. Webb
New York & Vermont

1892-1897 
General Horace Porter
 New York

1897-1899 
Edward S. Barrett
Massachusetts

1899-1900 
Franklin Murphy
New Jersey

1900-1901 
Joseph C. Breckinridge
Kentucky & D.C.

1901-1900 
Walter S. Logan
New York

1902-1903 
Gov. Edwin Warfield
Maryland

1903-1904 
Gen. Edwin S. Greeley
Connecticut

1904-1905 
James D. Hancock
Pennsylvania

1905-1906 
Francis H. Appleton
Massachusetts

1906-1907 
Cornelius C. Pugsley
 New York

1907-1908 
Nelson A. McClary
Illinois

1908-1909 
Henry Stockbridge
Maryland

1909-1910 
Morris B. Beardsley
Connecticut

1910-1911 
William A. Marble
New York

1911-1912 
Dr. Moses G. Parker
Massachusetts

1912-1913 
James M. Richardson
Ohio

1913-1915 
Rogers Clark Ballard Thruston
Kentucky

1915-1916 
Newell B. Woodworth
New York

1916-1918 
Elmer M. Wentworth
Iowa

1918-1919 
Louis Annin Ames
New York

1919-1920 
Chancellor L. Jenks
Illinois

1920-1921 
J. Henry Preston
Maryland

1921-1922 
Wallace McCamant
Oregon

1922-1923 
Major Washington Irving Lincoln Adams
New Jersey

1923-1924 
Arthur Preston Sumner
Rhode Island

1924-1925 
Marvin Harrison Lewis
Kentucky

1925-1926 
Judge Harvey Foote Remington
New York

1926-1927 
Wilbert H. Barrett
Michigan

1927-1928 
Ernest E. Rogers
Connecticut

1928-1929 
Ganson Depew
New York

1929-1930 
Howard Rowley
California

1930-1931 
Judge Josiah A. Van Orsdel
D.C.

1931-1932 
Benjamin Newhall Johnson (Died in office)
Massachuetts

Judge Van Orsdel appointed
D.C.

1932-1933 
Frederick W. Millspaugh
Tennessee

1933-1935 
Arthur M. McGrillis
Rhode Island

1935-1936 
Henry F. Baker
Maryland

1936-1940 
Messmore Kendall
New York

1940-1941 
Loren E. Souers
Ohio

1941-1942 
G. Ridgely Sappington
Maryland

1942-1943 
Sterling Fahn Mutz
Nebraska

1943-1946 
Smith Lewis Multer
New Jersey

1946-1947 
Allen L. Oliver
Missouri

1947-1948 
A. Herbert Foreman
Virginia

1948-1949 
Charles B. Shaler (Died in office)
Pennsylvania

Ben H. Powell appointed
Texas

1949-1950 
John Whelchel Finger
New York

1950-1952 
Wallace C. Hall
Michigan

1952-1953 
Ray 0. Edwards
Florida

1953-1954 
Arthur A. de la Houssaye
Louisiana

1954-1955 
Milton M. Lory
Iowa

1955-1956 
Edgar Williamson, Jr
New Jersey

1956-1957 
Eugene P. Carver, Jr.
Massachusetts

1957-1958 
George E. Tarbox, Jr.
Colorado

1958-1959 
Walter A. Wentworth
New York

1959-1960 
Charles A. Jones
Ohio

1960-1961 
Dr. Herschel S. Murphy
New Jersey

1961-1962 
Horace Y. Kitchell
Mississippi

1962-1963 
Charles A. Anderson, M.D.
Ohio

1963-1964 
Robert L. Sonfield
Texas

1964-1965 
Harry T. Burn
Tennessee

1965-1966 
Howard E. Coe
Connecticut

1966-1967 
Kenneth G. Smith, Sr.
Pennsylvania

1967-1968 
Len Young Smith
Illinois

1968-1969 
Walter G. Sterling
Texas

1969-1970 
James B. Gardiner
New York

1970-1971 
Walter P. Martin
Rhode Island

1971-1972 
Eugene C. McGuire
Ohio

1972-1973 
Ryall S. Morgan
Alabama

1973-1974 
Marion Crawmer
Michigan

1974-1975 
M. Graham Clark, Ed. D.
Missouri

1975-1976 
Robert D. Savage, Lt. Col. USA Ret
Pennsylvania

1976-1977 
Matthew B. Sellers
Florida

1977-1978 
Wilson King Barnes
Maryland

1978-1980 
Calvin Ellsworth Chunn, Ph.D.
California

1980-1981 
Arthur Mansfield King
Kansas

1981-1982 
Richard H. Thompson, Jr.
Florida

1982-1983 
Howard L. Hamilton, Ph.D.
Virginia

1983-1984 
Warren G. Hayes, Jr.
Pennsylvania

1984-1985 
Carl F. Bessent
Maryland

1985-1986 
Col. Benjamin H. Morris
Kentucky

1986-1987 
Clovis H. Brakebill
Texas

1987-1988 
Nolan W. Carson
Ohio

1988-1989 
Charles F. Printz, Sr.
West Virginia

1989-1990 
James R. Westlake
Georgia

1990-1991 
Col. James R. Calhoun
New Mexico

1991-1992 
George H. Brandau, M.D.
Texas

1992-1993 
Paul H. Walker
Massachusetts
1993-1994 
Col. Robert B. Vance Sr.
Georgia

1994-1995 
Col. Stewart Boone McCarty, Jr. 
D.C.

1995-1996 
William C. Gist Jr. D.M.D. 
Kentucky

1996-1997 
Reon G. Hillegass, Jr.
Virginia

1997-1998 
Carl K. Hoffmann
Florida

1998-1999 
Russell D. Page 
Illinois

1999-2000
Howard F. Horne……………………………………………………………………Delaware
2000-2001
Bruce B. Butler……………………………………………………………………….Louisiana

2001-2002
Larry D. McClanahan………………………………………………………………Tennessee

2002-2003
B. Rice Aston………………………………………………………………………..….Texas

2003-2004
Raymond G. Musgrove………………………………………………………...West Virginia

2004-2005
Henry N. McCarl………………………………………………………..…….Massachusetts

2005-2006
Roland G. Downing…………………………………………………………………Delaware
· Vols. I and II, HISTORY OF THE NSSAR, as listed by the Merchandising Dept. HQS NSSAR, Louisville, KY 40203.  Material from Vol. I appears on pp. 214-216.  The remaining material was taken  from  Vol. II, copyrighted 1985, pp. 87-99, 221; and augmented by various articles in THE SAR MAGAZINE.
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